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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to create a task force to study the feasibility of establishing1

a cabinet-level Department of Native Affairs and to identify benefits that could result from2

a closer working relationship between the executive and legislative branches and the tribal3

governments.4

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:5

Section 1. There is hereby established the South Dakota Native Affairs Task Force. The task6

force consists of the following members:7

(1) For each of the nine Indian tribes located in South Dakota that chooses to participate8

in the task force, the chairman or president of the tribe or a person designated by the9

tribal chairman or tribal president to represent the participating tribe;10

(2) The director of the Office of Tribal Government Relations;11
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(3) Two current or former members of the House of Representatives who have served1

as members of the State-Tribal Relations Committee to be appointed by the speaker2

of the House of Representatives;3

(4) Two current or former members of the Senate who have served as members of the4

State-Tribal Relations Committee to be appointed by the president pro tempore of the5

Senate; and6

(5) Five persons appointed by the Governor.7

If a vacancy on the task force occurs, the vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as the8

original appointment.9

Section 2. The task force shall be under the supervision of the Executive Board of the10

Legislative Research Council and staffed and funded as an interim legislative committee. The11

Legislative Research Council may receive additional funds from any legal source to carry out12

the purposes of this Act. The executive board shall designate the chair and the vice chair of the13

task force.14

Section 3. The task force shall evaluate issues associated with relations between South15

Dakota's Native American governments and the executive and legislative branches of state16

government and address the structure of potential ongoing entities established to address such17

issues. Specifically, the task force shall analyze the feasibility of establishing a cabinet-level18

Department of Native Affairs within the executive branch of South Dakota state government19

to foster a closer relationship between the executive branch of state government and the tribes.20

The study shall also consider how a cabinet-level department could benefit the executive and21

legislative branches and the tribes, as well as appropriate organizational structures, tasks, goals,22

and activities for other potential ongoing entities designed to address issues affecting South23

Dakota's Native American and non-Native populations.24
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Section 4. The task force shall begin its activities in 2009 and shall submit an interim report1

to the Executive Board of the Legislative Research Council not later than December 1, 2009,2

and a final report, recommendations, and potential draft legislation to the Executive Board of3

the Legislative Research Council no later than December 1, 2010.4


